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MESSAGE FROM SHEILA KAUFMAN, GSR PRESIDENT

Dear Affiliate,

Shalom!
 
The Garden State Region has been busy this summer.
 
We hosted the WL Leadership Institute at Oheb Shalom Congregation
in South Orange. Miriam Sisterhood and the Garden State Region
graciously welcomed 29 attendees from across the country. Our
region had 7 attendees. The women left feeling empowered and
raring to go. See below for our GSR photograph with WL Leadership.
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L-R: Terry Rothberg; Debbie Lempert, WLCJ; Rachel Modiano; Marcia Klioze; Elise Norwitz; Heather
Loregeree; Dina Feivelson; Julia Loeb, WLCJ International President; Sheila Kaufman, GSR President;

Margie Miller, WLCJ; Sandy Gomez
 
We wasted no time and started our Summer Workshops the following week and ending
this week. Kol haKavod to our leaders. Last week’s workshops were the Programming
Workshop led by Susan Winter, GSR VP Programming, and Helen Knee, Education Chair,
and the Sisterhood/Affiliate Presidents' Workshop given by Toby Maser, our WL Advisor
along with myself. Then this week we had Membership led by Cheryl Sessler, GSR VP
Sisterhood Support, and Lisa Katz, Financial Secretary, and ended with Torah Fund led by
Sindy Manas, GSR VP Torah Fund. Each and every session was chock full of information
with programming ideas for fundraising, membership, and socialization. I must say, they
were all great programs that were brought up by the leaders AND participants. I really
need to be invited to them!!! All the workshops were recorded and will be made available
online. You now have the tools for a successful year. I look forward to hearing all about
your events.
 
The Garden State Region calendar for the 2025-26 year is attached. Please click on the
button and download it. The September 14 Coffee and Conversation with our Israel
Kehilot is postponed until winter, a date to be announced.
 
May the hostages continue to come home to their loved ones.

Am Yisrael Chai,

Sheila 
Sheila Kaufman
​President, Garden State Region WLCJ
gsrpresident24@wlcj.org
"Networking to engage, enrich and empower Conservative Jewish women"

2024-2026 EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

President - Sheila Kaufman 
VP, Programming - Susan Winter
VP, Sisterhood/Affiliate Support - Cheryl Sessler
VP, Torah Fund - Sindy Manas 
Secretary, Communications - Ilene Rothman 
Secretary, Corresponding - Susan Sferas 
Secretary, Financial - Lisa Katz 
Secretary, Recording - Carol Kotch
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Treasurer - Donna Franklin
Parliamentarian - Dorothy Cohen
Immediate Past President - Lynette Seader
Advisor to the Board  - Meryl Balaban
Advisor to the Board - Heddy Belman

GSR REGION PROGRAMS

Sun. Sept. 14, 2025 - Coffee & Conversation with Our Israeli Kehilot - POSTPONED
until winter.
Sun. Nov. 16, 2025 - GSR Torah Fund Event
Sun. May 3, 2026 - GSR Spring Conference

SISTERHOOD AFFILIATE PROGRAMS

Do you have any programs that you would like others to know about? Let us know. Please
send your programs that you would like posted to both Ilene Rothman and Sheila
Kaufman.

PROGRAMS FROM WOMEN'S LEAGUE
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​Torah Fund supports programs and scholarships at
the five Conservative/Masorti global institutes of

higher education.





Click HERE to send a Torah Fund E-Card
Click HERE to donate to this year's 2025-26 Torah Fund Campaign
Click HERE to donate to the Creating New Spaces Campaign
Click HERE to donate to the Torah Fund Legacy Society
Click HERE for the Torah Fund Chadashot Newsletter

Torah Fund pins will be distributed in September.
Any questions please e-mail Sindy Manas at smanas750e@gmail.com.

GOOD AND WELFARE - GARDEN STATE REGION
Share your news and nachas with us!

Birthday Wishes
Wishing all who have August anniversaries and birthdays, Yom Huledet Sameach!

Refeuah Shlemah 
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Rabbi Richie Hammerman, husband of Sharon Hammerman, Congregation Agudath Israel
Sisterhood Affiliate President and GSR Torah Fund Team

​Meryl Balaban, GSR Advisor and Past President

Baruch Dayan HaEmet
Myra Promisel z"l, past member of the WLCJ Executive Committee, past International Vice
President-Finance Chair, and past President of the former Seaboard Branch. Condolences
can be sent to husband Larry Promisel, 2101 Connecticut Avenue NW, Apartment 42,
Washington, DC 20008

Make a Donation to the Garden State Region to:

Honor someone special
Wish a Mazel Tov to a Bar/Bat Mitzvah family
Send get well wishes
Send condolences

Our Scholarship Fund helps to send women to WLCJ Convention and Leadership Institute
where they learn necessary skills to share with our sisterhoods.

The Sunshine Fund supports members of the GSR Board in their time of need.

The Evelyn Auerbach Education Fund to sponsor an annual GSR Region educational event.

To make donations, contact Donna Franklin GSR Treasurer, at gsrtreasurer@wlcj.org and
include which fund(s) to make the donation to.

​Or mail your check payable to "GSR-WLCJ" to
Donna Franklin, 7 Liddy Place, West Caldwell, NJ 07006

Donations can also be made via Credit Card. ​

Donate to GSR using Credit Card

 
SHABBAT MESSAGE
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Read more

PRAYER FOR HOSTAGES

https://www.wlcj2.org/showmail.php?batchnum=2025-07-3014:51:17&emailid=374134


MAKOM B'YACHAD

Share your Sisterhood Happenings with us!
Look for all the info both here and on our Website & Facebook pages!

Follow the Garden State Region!

​If you would like to contribute a flyer or picture to upload please forward to
Ilene Rothman and Sheila Kaufman.

​Click here to connect with the Garden State Region Facebook page.
Click here to visit the Garden State Region website.

Make sure to click both Like and Follow. It's another great way to learn about everything
happening in our Region.
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