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MESSAGE FROM SHEILA KAUFMAN, GSR PRESIDENT
“Chag Sukkot Sameach"

Dear Affiliate,

Shalom!
 
Could this be it? Will the hostages finally be released and the Hamas-Israeli War come to
an end this weekend? I sure hope so. I will keep my fingers crossed that it does happen. It
has been way too long.
 
We got our sukkah up on Sunday and finished the lights Monday night before dinner. Our
sukkah is not one of those pre-fab ones, but homegrown! Last weekend we stopped for
cornstalks which were still green but weathered beautifully for their debut. The sides are
sheets and I have a new fall tablecloth. My architect colleagues are quite impressed and I
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will say it is quite comfy. With my work schedule, the
weather, and visiting others, we will see how much we can
entertain. We did miss seeing the Harvest Super Moon on
Monday and the shooting stars on Wednesday, having
dinner with the family was really all we needed. Oh, and the
dog loves it because she gets to roam around the backyard
while we eat!
 
As you saw last week, registration for the Garden State
Region Torah Fund Event is now open. We look forward to
seeing you at Congregation Agudath Israel in Caldwell on
Sunday, November 16. Doors open at 12:30 pm with the
Chinese lunch and program beginning at 1 pm. Please
register, the information is below. We are honored to have
JTS student Maya Krouse as our guest speaker and we will
have a tribute for the late Ruth Aach z”l, who passed away last year.

Chag Sukkot Sameach and Shabbat Shalom,

Sheila 

Sheila Kaufman
﻿President, Garden State Region WLCJ
gsrpresident24@wlcj.org
"Networking to engage, enrich and empower Conservative Jewish women"

2024-2026 EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

President - Sheila Kaufman 
VP, Programming - Susan Winter
VP, Sisterhood/Affiliate Support - Cheryl Sessler
VP, Torah Fund - Sindy Manas 
Secretary, Communications - Ilene Rothman 
Secretary, Corresponding - Susan Sferas 
Secretary, Financial - Lisa Katz 
Secretary, Recording - Carol Kotch
Treasurer - Donna Franklin
Parliamentarian - Dorothy Cohen
Immediate Past President - Lynette Seader
Advisor to the Board  - Meryl Balaban
Advisor to the Board - Heddy Belman

﻿Torah Fund supports programs
and scholarships at the five
Conservative/Masorti global

institutes of higher education.

Message from SINDY MANAS, GSR TORAH FUND VP
"Oseh Shalom (Maker of Peace)"

We welcome the ceasefire agreement that will bring home all the remaining hostages from
Gaza in the coming days. We are hopefully optimistic but cautious until this is done.
 
You should have received your Torah Fund pins. Please let me know if you are missing
any or if you need more. Thank you for your patience and your continued support of Torah
Fund.
 
This year’s Torah Fund theme is Oseh Shalom (Maker of Peace). May peace come very
soon to the State of Israel and all over the world.
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The Creating Spaces Campaign raised $200,000 for two
special projects. The first project received $100,000 for the
Women’s League Study Space at JTS. The JTS Study Space
was dedicated yesterday at the WLCJ Board meeting. The
second project received $100,000 for the Gender Bias
Curriculum at Ziegler. The dedication for this will be at a future
date.
 
Our Fall Torah Fund Event will be on Sunday, November 16,
2025, at Congregation Agudath Israel in Caldwell. Our speaker
is Maya Krouse. Maya is a first-year rabbinical student at JTS
and she will discuss her Journey to JTS. We will also have a
tribute for Ruth Aach z”l. Tribute monies received in her memory will be donated to Torah
Fund. Registration is now open.  
 
Am Yisrael Chai!
 
Shabbat Shalom,
 
Sindy Manas
Torah Fund VP Garden State Region
Smanas750e@gmail.com
(908) 208-8230
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Click HERE to send a Torah Fund E-Card
Click HERE to donate to this year's 2025-26 Torah Fund Campaign
Click HERE to donate to the Torah Fund Legacy Society
Click HERE for the Torah Fund Chadashot Newsletter

Torah Fund pins will be distributed in September.
Any questions please e-mail Sindy Manas at smanas750e@gmail.com.

GSR REGION PROGRAMS
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REGISTER

If you are using a credit card for payment, please be sure to include the service
charge in your payment. Only VISA and MasterCard credit cards are accepted. We

will follow-up with you if the service charge is not included.

Questions: Sindy Manas, GSR TF VP, smanas750e@gmail.com

SAVE THE DATE

Sun. May 3, 2026 - GSR Spring Conference

SISTERHOOD AFFILIATE PROGRAMS
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Do you have any programs that you would like others to know about? Let us know.
Please send your programs that you would like posted to both Ilene Rothman and Sheila
Kaufman.

RSVP
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RSVP

 
PROGRAMS FROM WOMEN'S LEAGUE

The WLCJ Nominating Committee has begun its work for the 2026-2029
International Executive Committee. Please contact Debbi Kaner Goldich,

Nominating Chair, if you are interested in serving as an officer. Candidates
for President should submit a resume and a Vision Statement by October 31

to DGOLDICH@wlcj.org.
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Debbi Kaner Goldich
WLCJ Nominating Committee Chair

 610-324-7940

Read more

WEEKLY WORDS OF TORAH
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MATHILDE'S MASTER CLASS YEAR THREE
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Meet the instructors and see what they’ll be teaching – click here.

SICHOT BEYN ACHAYOT - SESSION TWO

WL READS
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PREVIOUSLY PROMOTED - REVISIT THE DETAILS

Wednesday, November 5
7:00 - 8:30 pm ET

Wednesday, October 22
7:30 pm ET 

WLCJ 5786 CALENDAR DIARIES
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Order Online Mail-in Order Form

 

PRAYER FOR HOSTAGES

MAKOM B'YACHAD

 
3080 Broadway Suite K900 | New York, NY

10027 | Phone: 405-870-1260 |
info@wlcj.org

WL WEEK

WL WEEK

DONATE TO WLCJ

GOOD & WELFARE - GARDEN STATE REGION
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Share your news and nachas with us!

Let us know if you have any simchas, well wishes, and sorrows to pass on to Sheila
Kaufman.

Birthday Wishes
Wishing a very very special birthday to Sebley Hausler, GSR Sisterhood Support Team
(Temple Beth O'r / Beth Torah, Clark)

Make a Donation to the Garden State Region to:

Honor someone special
Wish a Mazel Tov to a Bar/Bat Mitzvah family
Send get well wishes
Send condolences

Our Scholarship Fund helps to send women to WLCJ Convention and Leadership
Institute where they learn necessary skills to share with our sisterhoods.

The Sunshine Fund supports members of the GSR Board in their time of need.

The Evelyn Auerbach Education Fund to sponsor an annual GSR Region educational
event.

To make donations, contact Donna Franklin GSR Treasurer, at gsrtreasurer@wlcj.org and
include which fund(s) to make the donation to.

﻿Or mail your check payable to "GSR-WLCJ" to
Donna Franklin, 7 Liddy Place, West Caldwell, NJ 07006

Donations can also be made via Credit Card.﻿

Donate to GSR using Credit Card

SHARE YOUR SISTERHOOD HAPPENINGS WITH US!
Look for all the info both here and on our Website & Facebook pages.

Follow the Garden State Region!

﻿If you would like to contribute a flyer or picture to upload please forward to
Ilene Rothman and Sheila Kaufman.

﻿Click here to connect with the Garden State Region Facebook page.
Click here to visit the Garden State Region website.

Make sure to click both Like and Follow. It's another great way to learn about everything
happening in our Region.
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Visit our Website

Subscribe to Newsletter

Ilene Rothman
GSR Secretary Communications / Newsletter Editor

gsrcommunications@wlcj.org
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