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Registration Open for﻿
GSR Spring Conference & Installation of Officers

"JEWISH LATINOS - COMING TO AMERICA"
Sunday, May 3, 2026

8:30 am - 4:30 pm
Congregation B'nai Israel, Millburn

Early Bird Registration Ends Today!
Regular Registration Closes April 19.
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MESSAGE FROM SHEILA KAUFMAN, GSR PRESIDENT

Dear Affiliate,

Shalom!
 
I hope you all enjoyed your seders and Passover. As always for me, I buy a lot of food in
preparation for cooking and then have a lot of leftovers. I am organized and keep track of
what I have and need but sometimes it just does not work out. There is always next year!
 

https://www.wlcj.org/supporting-israel-in-crisis-was-to-help-and-donate/
https://www.wlcj.org/supporting-israel-in-crisis-was-to-help-and-donate/
https://www.standuptojewishhate.org/
https://www.standuptojewishhate.org/
https://www.wlcj.org/womens-league-week/
http://www.wlcjregion.org/gardenstate/


The GSR Spring Conference committee was quite busy
during Passover in our preparation for Conference. It s
getting close and will be here before you know it. We are all
excited to celebrate “Jewish Latinos - Coming to America”
and installations of the 2026-29 Administration. First and
foremost, Early Bird registration ends today, April 10, if
you know you are coming, SIGN UP NOW! Cost will go up
beginning April 11 and registration closes April 19th. Don’t
delay, act today…as they say! Tributes can also be made
for both administrations and anyone else that you want to
wish well to. The flyer is below, please adhere to the
deadline. I look forward to sharing this day with you.
 
At the Conference, we will start with our business meeting
with Milestone Awards presented. Then we will vote on the
slate of officers for the next administration. This will be followed by a panel of three women
discussing their lives in Ecuador, Venezuela, Mexico, and Panama and what brought them
to America. After a festive lunch celebrating the Latino culture we will break into
workshops on Genealogy, Jewish Jeopardy, Latino Music and Dance, or a Craft project
making Mexican flowers and painting a vase. Frankly, you will have trouble figuring out
which workshop you want to go to. Then finally, we will end with an installation ceremony,
honoring the current outgoing administration and welcoming in the new with festive
desserts to follow. This will be a wonderful opportunity to catch up with friends and make
new ones. We have a Conference Social Action Project that I hope you will all participate
in. We are collecting baby formula, diapers, wipes, and kids’ socks for 3 organization in
our region. Collect them at your synagogue and bring the items with you to the
conference.
 
The Women’s League Convention is July 12-15 in Alexandria, VA. Registration is open.
From Friday to Sunday, preceding Convention, there is a Shabbaton that is a separate
add-on. The Convention is Sunday to Tuesday where we will celebrate the B’not Mitzvah
class, installation of the International Board, daven, shop, celebrate America’s 250th
anniversary and a whole lot more including the presentation of the Jewels in the Crown
Awards. I hope your sisterhoods submitted the application. As an additional add-on, from
Tuesday night to Wednesday is a social program which ends with the WLCJ Board
Meeting. Check out the speakers and activities at the Convention Website.

The Garden State Region is offering scholarships to its Sisterhood and Individual
Members to go to Convention this summer. Please look below for more information.
 
I want to come to your sisterhood’s function to meet all of you. Please reach out if you
have not done so already, there is not much time left! Have car, will travel!
  
Am Yisrael Chai!

Shabbat Shalom,

Sheila Kaufman
﻿President, Garden State Region WLCJ
gsrpresident24@wlcj.org
"Networking to engage, enrich and empower Conservative Jewish women"

2024-2026 EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

President - Sheila Kaufman 
VP, Programming - Susan Winter
VP, Sisterhood/Affiliate Support - Cheryl Sessler
VP, Torah Fund - Sindy Manas 

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/9spv63s/2026GSRSpringConfReg?source_id=b49c1324-16a1-4b34-b5b5-f00ef2813e10&source_type=em&c=zn4G6qbzvmF1lvHqe5jv_rkRr2t4NZTUy3PbHEFYQlY7S_nMEHvjMw==&source_id=54ed7ed1-805f-4cca-9fdc-a8444ffc2be4&source_type=em&c=
https://www.wizevents.com/wlcj2026/
mailto:Gsrpresident24@wlcj.org
mailto:GSRPresident24@wlcj.org
mailto:winter.susan@gmail.com
mailto:cbsessler@sessleronline.com
mailto:smanas750e@gmail.com


Secretary, Communications - Ilene Rothman 
Secretary, Corresponding - Susan Sferas 
Secretary, Financial - Lisa Katz 
Secretary, Recording - Carol Kotch
Treasurer - Donna Franklin
Parliamentarian - Dorothy Cohen
Immediate Past President - Lynette Seader
Advisor to the Board  - Meryl Balaban
Advisor to the Board - Heddy Belman

MESSAGE FROM TOVA ROTHSCHILD, SOCIAL ACTION CHAIR

2026 GSR SPRING CONFERENCE
﻿SOCIAL ACTION PROJECT

 
Jewish beliefs are built upon an underlying principle of ‘tikkun olam’
(repairing the world). Since ancient times ‘tzedakah’ (charity) has
been considered a pillar of ‘tikkun olam’ as well as a moral
obligation. The word ‘tzedakah’ actually stems from the Hebrew
word for justice, fairness, or righteousness. In today’s world, Jews
actively participate in charitable projects that contribute to the
betterment of our communities and to the lives of individuals and
families in need. Our Garden State Region (GSR) of Women’s
League has a strong track record of providing in-kind donations of
tangible goods to our fellow NJ neighbors who have benefitted from our assistance. Thus,
I’m happy to inform our GSR members that the Social Action Project for the 2026 GSR
Spring Conference is the collection of baby formula, diapers and wipes, as well as young
kids’ socks. The beneficiary organizations in our region who have expressed an acute
need for these items are identified below:

Bobrow Kosher Food Pantry, South Orange
180 Turning Lives Around Shelter, Hazlet
Ida Kushner Central Jersey Diaper Bank, New Brunswick

﻿These items can be brought either to a collection box at your
individual shul (by Friday, May 1) or directly to the Spring
Conference on May 3. The attached sign can be printed and
attached to a collection box in your shul lobby.

Thank you in advance for your generosity.
 

Tova Rothschild, Social Action Chair
tovacrothschild@gmail.com

GSR REGION PROGRAMS

Sun. May 3, 2026 @ 8:30 am - 4:30 pm - GSR Spring Conference and Installation of
Officers - "Jewish Latinos - Coming to America" at Congregation B’nai Israel,
Millburn. REGISTRATION OPEN

July 10-15, 2026 - WLCJ Convention 2026; Alexandria, Va
﻿REGISTRATION OPEN

Fri.-Sat. July 10-11 - Shabbaton (add-on)
Sun.-Tues. July 12-14 - Convention
Tues.-Wed. July 14-15 - Evening Program & WLCJ Board Meeting (add-on)
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Mazel Tov to our Outgoing and Incoming GSR Boards who will be
discharged and installed at our Spring Conference. Thank them and wish

them well with a Tribute to be included in the Spring Conference
program.

OUTGOING BOARD 2024-2026 INCOMING BOARD 2026-2029

 

REGISTER / PROVIDE TRIBUTE

Questions? Susan Winter at winter.susan@gmail.com﻿
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WLCJ Convention 2026 Scholarships are available!
 
The Garden State Region is offering scholarships to its Sisterhood and Individual
Members to attend the WLCJ Convention 2026 taking place July 12-15, 2026 in
Alexandria, VA.
 
You can apply by filling out the scholarship application form below by either
completing the online application or printing a hard copy of the application and
mailing it to Sheila Kaufman at 24 Yale St., Maplewood, NJ 07040. Scholarship
applications must be received by April 20th.
 
Many will be seeking scholarships, so you are required to seek other available
stipends before applying. For example, some Sisterhoods will provide stipends to
its members attending WLCJ Convention. In some cases, synagogues may have
funds available such as the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund. In the scholarship
application, you will be asked about your efforts to secure other stipends.
 
There is also a link below to the WLCJ Convention Website so that you can easily
register for the convention.
 

Important Dates to Remember
GSR Scholarship Application deadline: Received by April 20th
WLCJ Early Bird Registration deadline: May 1st (Best pricing)

If you are awarded a GSR Scholarship, please note that the
money will be paid to you when you return from convention.
You will be notified of your scholarship decision by email on or
before April 27th.

Online
Scholarship
Application

Print
Scholarship
Application

Register for WL
Convention

2026

 
SISTERHOOD AFFILIATE PROGRAMS

Sisterhood Affiliates,

Do you have any programs that you would like others to know about?
Either to publicize your event in advance or to share your affiliate
program afterwards.

To publicize your event in advance, send a flyer in jpg or pdf format
with Registration link.

To showcase your affiliate programs post event, submit up to 3
photos with captions and a few sentences to describe your
program. (We will shorten if necessary.)

Please e-mail your programs that you would like posted in this
newsletter to both Ilene Rothman AND Sheila Kaufman.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSde7zHYB-C4bSshCAd86_kmMTxPG9XcQT_qNd2cq4Z3cRrUsA/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSde7zHYB-C4bSshCAd86_kmMTxPG9XcQT_qNd2cq4Z3cRrUsA/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSde7zHYB-C4bSshCAd86_kmMTxPG9XcQT_qNd2cq4Z3cRrUsA/viewform?usp=publish-editor
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﻿Torah Fund supports programs
and scholarships at the five
Conservative/Masorti global

institutes of higher education.

https://www.wlcj.org/about/torah-fund/
https://www.wlcj.org/about/torah-fund/
https://www.wlcj.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/JTS_TorahFund25_r2_Flyer.pdf
https://www.wlcj.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/JTS_TorahFund25_r2_Flyer.pdf


Click HERE to send a Torah Fund E-Card
Click HERE to donate to this year's 2025-26 Torah Fund Campaign
Click HERE to donate to the Torah Fund Legacy Society
Click HERE for the Torah Fund Chadashot Newsletter

Any questions please e-mail Sindy Manas at smanas750e@gmail.com.

GOOD & WELFARE - GARDEN STATE REGION
Share your news and nachas with us!

Let us know if you have any simchas, special birthdays/anniversaries, well wishes, and
sorrows to pass on to Sheila Kaufman.

Birthday Wishes
Wishing all who have April anniversaries and birthdays, Yom Huledet Sameach! 

Mazel Tov

https://files.constantcontact.com/40abdd3c001/01f73cf7-42f6-48b0-a6dd-cbb57f4ca11c.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/40abdd3c001/01f73cf7-42f6-48b0-a6dd-cbb57f4ca11c.pdf?rdr=true
https://torahfundecards.jtsa.edu/
https://inspired.jtsa.edu/give/649648/#!/donation/checkout
https://www.jtsa.edu/hidden-page/torah-fund-legacy-society/
https://www.jtsa.edu/blog-content/chadashot-news-from-torah-fund/
mailto:smanas750e@gmail.com
mailto:gsrpresident24@wlcj.org


Leslie, GSR Board member, and Mark Foladare, on the birth of their grandson,
Ewan Ross Geiger to their daughter and son-in-law, Elyse Foladare and Matthew
Geiger. 

Baruch Dayan HaEmet
Gail Kosher, Past President EBJC Sisterhood. Messages of condolences may be
sent to her husband, Neil, and family at 10 Cornell Dr., East Brunswick, NJ 08816.

DONATION OPPORTUNITIES

Make a Donation to the Garden State Region to:

Honor someone special
Wish a Mazel Tov to a Bar/Bat Mitzvah family
Send get well wishes
Send condolences

Our  Scholarship Fund  helps to send women to WLCJ Convention and Leadership
Institute where they learn necessary skills to share with our sisterhoods.

The Sunshine Fund supports members of the GSR Board in their time of need.

The Evelyn Auerbach Education Fund  to sponsor an annual GSR Region educational
event.

To make donations, contact Donna Franklin, GSR Treasurer, at gsrtreasurer@wlcj.org and
include which fund(s) to make the donation to.

﻿Or mail your check payable to "GSR-WLCJ" to
Donna Franklin, 7 Liddy Place, West Caldwell, NJ 07006

Donations can also be made via Credit Card.﻿

Donate to GSR using Credit Card

WLCJ PROGRAMS AND MESSAGES

mailto:gsrtreasurer@wlcj.org
https://buy.stripe.com/9AQ3eD3363JDeLCfYY


 

WLCJ CONVENTION 2026

https://www.wlcj2.org/showmail.php?batchnum=2026-04-0713:03:12&emailid=374134
https://www.wlcj2.org/showmail.php?batchnum=2026-04-0713:03:12&emailid=374134
https://www.wlcj.org/2026/03/beyond-our-fears/
https://www.wlcj.org/2026/03/beyond-our-fears/


 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS: WHY WL INDIVIDUAL MEM﻿BERSHIP?

HELP KEEP WLCJ UNITED NATIONS NGO STATUS!

WL READS

https://www.wizevents.com/wlcj2026/
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ALL THAT JAZZ AND MORE: SESSION THREE

MERCAZ OLAMI MATERIALS FOR YOU HA'ATZMAUT

WL SUSTAINABILITY

https://www.wlcjmembers.org/member_login.php?programid=157
https://www.wlcjmembers.org/member_login.php?programid=157
https://www.wlcjmembers.org/register/register.php?p=156
https://www.wlcjmembers.org/register/register.php?p=156
https://www.mercazolami.org/blog/mercaz-shabbat?utm_source=InforuMail&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Shabbat+mercaz+materials+-+english&upixel=3oof83d31tag000028r460pk0geprh
https://www.mercazolami.org/blog/mercaz-shabbat?utm_source=InforuMail&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Shabbat+mercaz+materials+-+english&upixel=3oof83d31tag000028r460pk0geprh


UPDATES: PROGRAMMING WITH PANACHE

LET'S TALK

UPDATES: PROGRAMMING WITH PANACHE
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For reference, you can view past editions here:
Volume I
Volume II

OTHER WLCJ PROGRAM REMINDERS

Click the image to explore each program series and to register.
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Sessions will meet on a Tuesday night each month over Zoom at 7:30PM ET Nov 11, Dec 9,
Jan 13, Feb 10, March 10, April 14, May 12, June 9 

 

MAKOM B'YACHAD

SHARE YOUR SISTERHOOD HAPPENINGS WITH US!
Look for all the info both here and on our Website & Facebook pages.

Follow the Garden State Region!
﻿If you would like to contribute a flyer or picture to our newsletter

please forward to Ilene Rothman and Sheila Kaufman.

﻿Click here to connect with the Garden State Region Facebook page.
Click here to visit the Garden State Region website.

Make sure to click both Like and Follow.
﻿It's another great way to learn about everything happening in our Region.
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Visit GSR Website Visit GSR Facebook (Please Like and
Follow)
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