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MESSAGE FROM SHEILA KAUFMAN, GSR PRESIDENT

Dear Affiliate,

Shalom!
 
I am very excited to announce that registration for the GSR
Spring Conference to take place on May 3rd at B’nai
Israel in Millburn is open. An all-day event that will celebrate
"Latino Jews - Coming to America" and culminate with
the Installation of the 2026-2029 GSR Administration.

The conference committee led by Susan Winter and Helene
Knee have put together a great day. We will begin with our
business meeting, the presentation of Milestone Awards,
and membership vote on the Slate of Officers for the next

https://www.wlcj.org/supporting-israel-in-crisis-was-to-help-and-donate/
https://www.wlcj.org/supporting-israel-in-crisis-was-to-help-and-donate/
https://www.standuptojewishhate.org/
https://www.standuptojewishhate.org/
https://www.wlcj.org/womens-league-week/
http://www.wlcjregion.org/gardenstate/


administration. This will be followed by a panel of three women discussing their lives in
Ecuador, Venezuela, Mexico, and Panama and what brought them to America. After
a festive lunch celebrating the Latino culture we will break into workshops on Genealogy,
Jewish Jeopardy, Latino Music and Dance, or a craft project making Mexican flowers and
painting a vase. Frankly, you will have trouble figuring out which one you want to go to.
We will end with an Installation Ceremony, honoring the current outgoing administration
and welcoming in the new. Festive desserts will follow. This will be a wonderful opportunity
to catch up with friends and make new ones. Sign up early to save money! Tributes can
also be made for both administrations and anyone else that you want to wish well to. The
flyer is below, please adhere to the deadline. I look forward to sharing this day with you.
 
The Women’s League Convention 2026 is July 12-15 in Alexandria, VA. WLCJ Shabbaton
is July 10-12. Registration is open. Celebrate the B’not Mitzvah class, installation of the
International Board, daven, shop, celebrate America’s 250th anniversary and a whole lot
more. The Jewels in the Crown Awards will be presented. Hope your sisterhoods
submitted the application. Check out the Convention Website.
 
Lastly, I had a busy day last Sunday. In the morning, I visited the women of Temple Israel
& JCC in Ridgewood at their Women’s Health program. I learned things that I did not
know! Then in the late afternoon, I traveled to Temple Beth El of Somerset for their
Women’s Seder. A delicious dinner and Seder! What a fun day with wonderful programs
and seeing so many of you. Thank you both for having me.
 
I want to come to your sisterhood’s function to meet all of you. Please reach out if you
have not done so already, there is not much time left! Have car, will travel!
 
 
Ahm Yisrael Chai!
  
Shabbat Shalom,

Sheila Kaufman
﻿President, Garden State Region WLCJ
gsrpresident24@wlcj.org
"Networking to engage, enrich and empower Conservative Jewish women"

2024-2026 EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

President - Sheila Kaufman 
VP, Programming - Susan Winter
VP, Sisterhood/Affiliate Support - Cheryl Sessler
VP, Torah Fund - Sindy Manas 
Secretary, Communications - Ilene Rothman 
Secretary, Corresponding - Susan Sferas 
Secretary, Financial - Lisa Katz 
Secretary, Recording - Carol Kotch
Treasurer - Donna Franklin
Parliamentarian - Dorothy Cohen
Immediate Past President - Lynette Seader
Advisor to the Board  - Meryl Balaban
Advisor to the Board - Heddy Belman

GSR REGION PROGRAMS

Sun. May 3, 2026 @ 8:30 am - 4:30 pm - GSR Spring Conference and Installation
of Officers - "Jewish Latinos - Coming to America" at Congregation B’nai Israel,
Millburn. REGISTRATION OPEN

https://www.wizevents.com/wlcj2026/
mailto:Gsrpresident24@wlcj.org
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mailto:suesfer@aol.com
mailto:pebblecate@aol.com
mailto:cjknj48@gmail.com
mailto:mumzynj@gmail.com
mailto:dorothy_irvingcohen@msn.com
mailto:ynetteseader59@gmail.ccom
mailto:mbalaban@wlcj.org
mailto:hfsbh@aol.com
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/9spv63s/2026GSRSpringConfReg?source_id=e31ced65-1d6a-4e30-913a-4633b7a40026&source_type=em&c=


Sun.-Wed. July 12-15, 2026 - WLCJ Convention 2026, Alexandria, VA ; WLCJ
Shabbaton is July 10-12. REGISTRATION OPEN

Mazel Tov to our Outgoing and Incoming GSR Boards who will be
discharged and installed at our Spring Conference. Thank them and wish

them well with a Tribute to be included in the Spring Conference
program.

OUTGOING BOARD 2024-2026 INCOMING BOARD 2026-2029

https://www.wizevents.com/wlcj2026/
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/9spv63s/2026GSRSpringConfReg?source_id=e31ced65-1d6a-4e30-913a-4633b7a40026&source_type=em&c=
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/9spv63s/2026GSRSpringConfReg?source_id=e31ced65-1d6a-4e30-913a-4633b7a40026&source_type=em&c=
https://files.constantcontact.com/40abdd3c001/7de4cbd0-b103-4480-95e2-18edec1bc7cd.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/40abdd3c001/766e7191-eb4d-480b-971e-485ae8676425.pdf?rdr=true


 

REGISTER / PROVIDE TRIBUTE

Questions? Susan Winter at winter.susan@gmail.com

SISTERHOOD AFFILIATE PROGRAMS

RSVP

Sisterhood Affiliates,

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/9spv63s/2026GSRSpringConfReg?source_id=e31ced65-1d6a-4e30-913a-4633b7a40026&source_type=em&c=
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https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/9spv63s/2026GSRSpringConfReg?source_id=e31ced65-1d6a-4e30-913a-4633b7a40026&source_type=em&c=
mailto:winter.susan@gmail.com
https://files.constantcontact.com/40abdd3c001/29387741-a721-4bc7-b305-c1a47addfbdd.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/40abdd3c001/29387741-a721-4bc7-b305-c1a47addfbdd.pdf?rdr=true
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Do you have any programs that you would like others to know about?
Either to publicize your event in advance or to share your affiliate
program afterwards.

To publicize your event in advance, send a flyer in jpg or pdf format
with Registration link.

To showcase your affiliate programs post event, submit up to 3
photos with captions and a few sentences to describe your
program. (We will shorten if necessary.)

Please e-mail your programs that you would like posted in this
newsletter to both Ilene Rothman AND Sheila Kaufman.

﻿Torah Fund supports programs
and scholarships at the five
Conservative/Masorti global

institutes of higher education.

mailto:ilene.rothman@verizon.net
mailto:gsrpresident24@wlcj.org
https://www.wlcj.org/about/torah-fund/
https://www.wlcj.org/about/torah-fund/


https://www.wlcj.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/JTS_TorahFund25_r2_Flyer.pdf
https://www.wlcj.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/JTS_TorahFund25_r2_Flyer.pdf


Click HERE to send a Torah Fund E-Card
Click HERE to donate to this year's 2025-26 Torah Fund Campaign
Click HERE to donate to the Torah Fund Legacy Society
Click HERE for the Torah Fund Chadashot Newsletter

Any questions please e-mail Sindy Manas at smanas750e@gmail.com.

GOOD & WELFARE - GARDEN STATE REGION
Share your news and nachas with us!

Let us know if you have any simchas, special birthdays/anniversaries, well wishes, and
sorrows to pass on to Sheila Kaufman.

Birthday Wishes
Wishing all who have March anniversaries and birthdays, Yom Huledet Sameach! 

Mazel Tov
Carol Kotch, GSR Recording Secretary, on publishing a book, “The Good Life”.

https://files.constantcontact.com/40abdd3c001/01f73cf7-42f6-48b0-a6dd-cbb57f4ca11c.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/40abdd3c001/01f73cf7-42f6-48b0-a6dd-cbb57f4ca11c.pdf?rdr=true
https://torahfundecards.jtsa.edu/
https://inspired.jtsa.edu/give/649648/#!/donation/checkout
https://www.jtsa.edu/hidden-page/torah-fund-legacy-society/
https://www.jtsa.edu/blog-content/chadashot-news-from-torah-fund/
mailto:smanas750e@gmail.com
mailto:gsrpresident24@wlcj.org


Refuah Shlema
Gail Kosher, Past President EBJC Sisterhood.

DONATION OPPORTUNITIES

Make a Donation to the Garden State Region to:

Honor someone special
Wish a Mazel Tov to a Bar/Bat Mitzvah family
Send get well wishes
Send condolences

Our  Scholarship Fund  helps to send women to WLCJ Convention and Leadership
Institute where they learn necessary skills to share with our sisterhoods.

The Sunshine Fund supports members of the GSR Board in their time of need.

The Evelyn Auerbach Education Fund  to sponsor an annual GSR Region educational
event.

To make donations, contact Donna Franklin, GSR Treasurer, at gsrtreasurer@wlcj.org and
include which fund(s) to make the donation to.

﻿Or mail your check payable to "GSR-WLCJ" to
Donna Franklin, 7 Liddy Place, West Caldwell, NJ 07006

Donations can also be made via Credit Card.﻿

Donate to GSR using Credit Card

WLCJ PROGRAMS AND MESSAGES

 

mailto:gsrtreasurer@wlcj.org
https://buy.stripe.com/9AQ3eD3363JDeLCfYY


WLCJ CONVENTION 2026

Register

https://www.wlcj2.org/showmail.php?batchnum=2026-03-1915:33:39&emailid=374134
https://www.wlcj2.org/showmail.php?batchnum=2026-03-1915:33:39&emailid=374134
https://www.wizevents.com/wlcj2026/
https://www.wizevents.com/wlcj2026/
https://www.wizevents.com/wlcj2026/


 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS: WHY WL INDIVIDUAL MEM﻿BERSHIP?

HELP KEEP WLCJ UNITED NATIONS NGO STATUS!

SUPPORT SCHECHTER & ELEVATE YOUR SEDER: SPECIAL DISCOUNT ON

BEAUTIFUL HAGGADOT

Click hagaddah picture below to purchase.

https://www.wizevents.com/register/register_add.php?sessid=13784&id=9300
https://www.wizevents.com/register/register_add.php?sessid=13784&id=9300
https://www.wlcj.org/2026/03/janet-tatz-digital-world/
https://www.wlcj.org/2026/03/janet-tatz-digital-world/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSek09dC4rk2CvuWfWG_DGoZR1k5XfWkW3QzvRHAvBXz6rds_A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSek09dC4rk2CvuWfWG_DGoZR1k5XfWkW3QzvRHAvBXz6rds_A/viewform


The Schechter Haggadah: Art,
History and Commentary

The Lovell Haggadah

WL INCLUSION AND MISHPACHAH

UPDATES: PROGRAMMING WITH PANACHE

Volume I
Volume II

WL READS

https://schechter.edu/publication/the-schechter-haggadah-art-history-and-commentary/
https://schechter.edu/publication/the-schechter-haggadah-art-history-and-commentary/
https://schechter.edu/publication/the-schechter-haggadah-art-history-and-commentary/
https://schechter.edu/publication/the-schechter-haggadah-art-history-and-commentary/
https://schechter.edu/publication/the-lovell-haggadah/
https://schechter.edu/publication/the-lovell-haggadah/
https://schechter.edu/publication/the-lovell-haggadah/
https://www.wlcjmembers.org/register/register.php?p=169
https://www.wlcjmembers.org/register/register.php?p=169
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdW3XyagVhCRjFXsFMdoqkBFaVq7ZMXWAFJQn7cbCZSlc8a2Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdW3XyagVhCRjFXsFMdoqkBFaVq7ZMXWAFJQn7cbCZSlc8a2Q/viewform
https://media.beefree.cloud/pub/bfra/rtvz5ozn/45o/jaa/rrp/List_of_Educational_Programs_2021.pdf
https://media.beefree.cloud/pub/bfra/rtvz5ozn/or5/444/38s/List_of_Educational_Programs_2022_FINAL_030922.pdf


LET'S TALK

https://www.wlcjmembers.org/member_login.php?programid=157
https://www.wlcjmembers.org/member_login.php?programid=157
https://www.wlcj.org/events/lets-talk-with-cameron-fields/
https://www.wlcj.org/events/lets-talk-with-cameron-fields/
https://www.wlcj.org/resources/weekly-words-of-torah/
https://www.wlcj.org/resources/weekly-words-of-torah/


OTHER WLCJ PROGRAM REMINDERS

Click the image to explore each program series and to register.

Sessions will meet on a Tuesday night each month over Zoom at 7:30PM ET Nov 11, Dec 9,
Jan 13, Feb 10, March 10, April 14, May 12, June 9 

 

MAKOM B'YACHAD

SHARE YOUR SISTERHOOD HAPPENINGS WITH US!
Look for all the info both here and on our Website & Facebook pages.

Follow the Garden State Region!
﻿If you would like to contribute a flyer or picture to our newsletter

please forward to Ilene Rothman and Sheila Kaufman.

﻿Click here to connect with the Garden State Region Facebook page.
Click here to visit the Garden State Region website.

Make sure to click both Like and Follow.
﻿It's another great way to learn about everything happening in our Region.

https://www.wlcj.org/2026/03/parashat-vayikra-5786/
https://www.wlcj.org/2026/03/parashat-vayikra-5786/
https://www.wlcj.org/events/mathildes-master-classes-3rd-year-2025-26/
https://www.wlcj.org/events/mathildes-master-classes-3rd-year-2025-26/
https://zoom.us/j/630830287
https://zoom.us/j/630830287
mailto:Ilene.Rothman@verizon.net
mailto:gsrpresident24@wlcj.org
https://www.facebook.com/GSRwomensleague
http://www.wlcjregion.org/gardenstate/
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Subscribe to GSR Newsletter

Ilene Rothman
GSR Secretary Communications / Newsletter Editor
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