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MESSAGE FROM SHEILA KAUFMAN, GSR PRESIDENT

Dear Affiliate,

Shalom and Buenas Dias!

https://www.wlcj.org/supporting-israel-in-crisis-was-to-help-and-donate/
https://www.wlcj.org/supporting-israel-in-crisis-was-to-help-and-donate/
https://www.standuptojewishhate.org/
https://www.standuptojewishhate.org/
https://www.wlcj2.org/showmail.php?batchnum=2026-04-2116:48:48&emailid=374134
http://www.wlcjregion.org/gardenstate/


I am still in our Spring Conference mode. If you missed the
Conference, I am sorry. It was one that will go down as fun,
enjoyable and a learning experience. I was so proud to be a part
of this fabulous day. Congregation B’nai Israel and their
Sisterhood in Millburn, NJ were accommodating and welcomed
us.

The Conference theme, Latino Jews - Coming to America,
carried through from the Save The Date all the way to the
Installation Dessert Reception. The opening plenary and
business meeting were efficient and finished in record breaking
time. The Latino Jews Panelists and Moderator were marvelous,
and we all learned so much. Lunch was good and the
workshops blended the theme in the Crafts, Latino Music & Dance, Genealogy, and the
Jewish Jeopardy. Region Installation was well done and had an OLE! to thank each group.
Then, the flan and dessert topped it all off. The Social Action project received a huge
amount of baby diapers, wipes, formula, and socks a plenty! Thank you for donating.

Thank you to the Conference Chairs and Committee on making a successful event. Mazel
Tov to Sindy Manas and the Incoming GSR Board for 2026-29. Wishing you all the best
for a successful term.
 
But you know what…the best part was being with all of you.
 
The Women’s League Convention is July 12-15 in Alexandria, VA. Registration is open.
There is a Shabbaton that is a separate add-on from Friday to Sunday. The Convention is
Sunday to Tuesday where we will celebrate the B’not Mitzvah class, installation of the
WLCJ International Board, daven, shop, listen to speakers, celebrate the Jewels in the
Crown Awards, and a whole lot more. Another add-on, from Tuesday night to Wednesday
is a social program and ends with the WLCJ Open Board Meeting Wednesday morning.
Check out the Convention Website. Teresa Samtur, our region Madricha, can answer any
questions. Please see her article below with more information.
 
The Convention also has a Social Action project called Comfort Cases. This initiative
supports youth entering foster care in the Virginia, Washington DC region, providing them
with essential needs in a backpack. You do not need to go to the Convention to
participate. Amazon can help you out!
 
I am excited to announce that six of our Sisterhood Affiliates will be receiving the Jewels
in the Crown Awards at Convention this summer. Mazel Tov to the recipients!
 
Deadlines:

Convention Early Bird registration was extended to May 14.
Hotel registration guaranteed rates are until June 7 and they are booked directly
with the hotel.

 
Just a reminder, that you should plan on getting any Torah Fund donations for 2025-2026
into the Torah Fund office by June 15.
 
Only 7 weeks and 2 days left for me to visit your sisterhoods. If I have not been to yours,
please let me know and let’s make it happen!
 
Wishing all our “Mothers” a very Happy Mothers’ Day!

Shabbat Shalom,

Sheila Kaufman
﻿President, Garden State Region WLCJ
gsrpresident24@wlcj.org

https://www.wizevents.com/wlcj2026/
mailto:tsamtur@wlcj.org
mailto:Gsrpresident24@wlcj.org


"Networking to engage, enrich and empower Conservative Jewish women"

GSR SPRING CONFERENCE PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS

More pictures will be posted on the GSR website.

Sheila Kaufman, President 2024-2026 Sindy Manas, President 2026-2029

Social Action Project The Panelists Genealogy Workshop

Latino Music and Dance Workshop Craft Workshop Jewish Jeopardy Workshop

GSR Board 2024-2026 GSR Board 2026-2029

http://www.wlcjregion.org/gardenstate/


2024-2026 EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

President - Sheila Kaufman 
VP, Programming - Susan Winter
VP, Sisterhood/Affiliate Support - Cheryl Sessler
VP, Torah Fund - Sindy Manas 
Secretary, Communications - Ilene Rothman 
Secretary, Corresponding - Susan Sferas 
Secretary, Financial - Lisa Katz 
Secretary, Recording - Carol Kotch
Treasurer - Donna Franklin
Parliamentarian - Dorothy Cohen
Immediate Past President - Lynette Seader
Advisor to the Board  - Meryl Balaban
Advisor to the Board - Heddy Belman

https://files.constantcontact.com/40abdd3c001/3081dc09-2e44-46dd-9933-d7c4a03c2647.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/40abdd3c001/3081dc09-2e44-46dd-9933-d7c4a03c2647.pdf?rdr=true
mailto:GSRPresident24@wlcj.org
mailto:winter.susan@gmail.com
mailto:cbsessler@sessleronline.com
mailto:smanas750e@gmail.com
mailto:ilene.rothman@verizon.net
mailto:suesfer@aol.com
mailto:pebblecate@aol.com
mailto:cjknj48@gmail.com
mailto:mumzynj@gmail.com
mailto:dorothy_irvingcohen@msn.com
mailto:ynetteseader59@gmail.ccom
mailto:mbalaban@wlcj.org
mailto:hfsbh@aol.com


MESSAGE FROM TERESA SAMTUR, GSR MADRICHA

The Garden State Region Heads to WLCJ Convention 2026
Sunday, July 12 - Tuesday, July 14, 2026 | Hilton Alexandria
Mark Center | Alexandria, VA
 
Shalom,

The Garden State Region is gearing up for Women’s League
Convention 2026. This is our once-every-three-years chance to
learn, celebrate, and connect with our Conservative/Masorti
sisters from the United States, Canada, Mexico, Israel and
around the world. Register by May 14th, to take advantage of
the early-bird pricing. Come to learn, connect, celebrate and bring fresh energy back to
your sisterhood affiliate and the Garden State Region.
 
What to look forward to:

Connect with women from around the globe while sharing ideas, networking and
making friends. This is the heart of WL Convention 2026.
Learn from leading scholars, speakers and workshops with content you can bring
back to your sisterhood.
Meet Conservative movement leadership and hear first-hand what’s happening
across Conservative/Masorti Judaism.
Celebrate on Sunday night (July 12th) as we party with our sisters and celebrate
our Region’s incoming and outgoing WLCJ Officers and Board members.
Be inspired by meaningful moments, including the B'not Mitzvah service on
Monday morning (July 13th), in which GSR women Betty Needleman (Temple Beth
O'r/Beth Torah, Clark), Ilene Rothman (EBJC, East Brunswick) and Janice
Saferstein (EBJC, East Brunswick) will become a Bat Mitzvah.
Cheer our Garden State Region sisterhood affiliates at the luncheon on Tuesday,
July 14th, honoring the Jewels in the Crown award recipients.
Do Tzedakah by supporting the WLCJ Convention project, Comfort Cases. This
social action project helps children who are new to the foster care system and
provides them with backpacks filled with essentials for their first few days in foster
care. The backpacks include new pajamas, a warm blanket, toiletries, a stuffed
animal or a book. If you’re attending - or even if you can’t make the trip - please
consider contributing. To learn more about Comfort Cases, go to
https://www.wizevents.com/wlcj2026/?id=10477.

 
Registration and logistics:

The early-bird discount has been extended to May 14th, so now is the time to
register! Registration is through the WLCJ Convention website
(https://www.wizevents.com/wlcj2026/). If you can’t attend the full convention,
consider coming as a day tripper - drive down with a friend for a single day - but be
sure to register in advance.
Need a roommate or want to carpool? Reach out to me, Teresa Samtur, Garden
State Region Madricha, by email, tsamtur@wlcj.org or phone, 732-221-6366.

 
Be with us in Alexandria, VA, for three inspiring days of study, skill-building and
community!

Shabbat Shalom,

Teresa Samtur
Madricha Garden State Region
tsamtur@wlcj.org

WLCJ CONVENTION DATES

July 10-15, 2026 - WLCJ Convention 2026; Alexandria, Va

https://www.wizevents.com/wlcj2026
https://www.wizevents.com/wlcj2026/?id=10477
https://www.wizevents.com/wlcj2026/
mailto:tsamtur@wlcj.org
mailto:tsamtur@wlcj.org


﻿REGISTRATION OPEN
Fri.-Sat. July 10-11 - Shabbaton (add-on)
Sun.-Tues. July 12-14 - Convention
Tues.-Wed. July 14-15 - Evening Program & WLCJ Board Meeting (add-on)

Convention Deadlines
EXTENDED to May 14 - Early Bird Registration
After May 14 - Regular Registration

B’not Mitzvah Women from GSR

Mazel Tov to our Region Women who will become a Bat Mitzvah
at the WL Convention 2026!

JEWELS IN THE CROWN AWARD RECIPIENTS

Mazel Tov to the GSR Region recipients of the Jewels in the Crown Award!

REGISTER FOR WLCJ CONVENTION 2026 TODAY

https://eqo86bdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oWN6uh0uE5YiQhJDwkZYja9_TScwuCYUblTvhcDy2XLWdplsPyAS998mal3DYaV-vm4AvJDAX2EtGd7ZVIGvQg6Zsea2opF1JdlAyZxqNpvfR6a-pDSRmN7CVtxTgX2Y3q6x1PnxFg--fkE5hiVApRryV4Ljamrwxk1T-UhCjnAITgDfhlWT7w==&c=FZmMYITkRLbqjl5egl86zHvomb43X0Ghzb0vYOjACMgNfoQqgXwTqw==&ch=O-GjfpSF5VZDxrTiLwJ_ZPFfE6td0BTufcO1l-yadqofjVQSGXEYpQ==
https://www.wizevents.com/wlcj2026/
https://www.wizevents.com/wlcj2026/
https://www.wizevents.com/wlcj2026/
https://www.wizevents.com/wlcj2026/
https://www.wizevents.com/register/register_add.php?sessid=13784&id=9300
https://www.wizevents.com/register/register_add.php?sessid=13784&id=9300


SUPPORT THE WL CONVENTION 2026 SOCIAL ACTION PROJECT

SISTERHOOD AFFILIATE PROGRAMS

Sisterhood Affiliates,

Do you have any programs that you would like others to know about?
Either to publicize your event in advance or to share your affiliate
program afterwards.

To publicize your event in advance, send a flyer in jpg or pdf format
with Registration link.

To showcase your affiliate programs post event, submit up to 3
photos with captions and a few sentences to describe your
program. (We will shorten if necessary.)

Please e-mail your programs that you would like posted in this
newsletter to both Ilene Rothman AND Sheila Kaufman.

﻿Torah Fund supports programs
and scholarships at the five
Conservative/Masorti global

institutes of higher education.

https://www.wizevents.com/comfortcases/
https://www.wizevents.com/comfortcases/
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/I70GAUTZH160/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/I70GAUTZH160/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
mailto:ilene.rothman@verizon.net
mailto:gsrpresident24@wlcj.org
https://www.wlcj.org/about/torah-fund/
https://www.wlcj.org/about/torah-fund/


https://files.constantcontact.com/40abdd3c001/676c8379-0a5b-44ce-b889-89dc7e4a9ab9.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/40abdd3c001/676c8379-0a5b-44ce-b889-89dc7e4a9ab9.pdf?rdr=true


https://www.wlcj.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/JTS_TorahFund25_r2_Flyer.pdf
https://www.wlcj.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/JTS_TorahFund25_r2_Flyer.pdf


Click HERE to send a Torah Fund E-Card including Mother's Day Cards
Click HERE to donate to this year's 2025-26 Torah Fund Campaign
Click HERE to donate to the Torah Fund Legacy Society
Click HERE for the Torah Fund Chadashot Newsletter

Any questions please e-mail Sindy Manas at smanas750e@gmail.com.

GOOD & WELFARE - GARDEN STATE REGION
Share your news and nachas with us!

Let us know if you have any simchas, special birthdays/anniversaries, well wishes, and
sorrows to pass on to Sheila Kaufman.

Birthday Wishes
Wishing all who have May anniversaries and birthdays, Yom Huledet Sameach! 

Mazel Tov

https://files.constantcontact.com/40abdd3c001/01f73cf7-42f6-48b0-a6dd-cbb57f4ca11c.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/40abdd3c001/01f73cf7-42f6-48b0-a6dd-cbb57f4ca11c.pdf?rdr=true
https://torahfundecards.jtsa.edu/
https://inspired.jtsa.edu/give/649648/#!/donation/checkout
https://www.jtsa.edu/hidden-page/torah-fund-legacy-society/
https://www.jtsa.edu/blog-content/chadashot-news-from-torah-fund/
mailto:smanas750e@gmail.com
mailto:gsrpresident24@wlcj.org


Sebley Hausler, GSR Board member, on the engagement of her grandson Kyle
Hausler to Jessica Katz. Kyle is the son of Richard and Alison Hausler and
Jessica's parents are Nancy and Alan Katz of Newton, MA.
Ilene Rothman, GSR Communications Secretary, and her husband, Philip, on the
engagement of their son, Adam Rothman to Karyl Kopaskie.

Baruch Dayan HaEmet
Owen Hass z”l, beloved husband of Mona Hass, Incoming WLCJ International
Communications Chair. Messages of condolence may be sent to Mona at 1508
Whitehall Drive #203, Davie, FL 33324 or by email to mhass@wlcj.org.

DONATION OPPORTUNITIES

Make a Donation to the Garden State Region to:

Honor someone special
Wish a Mazel Tov to a Bar/Bat Mitzvah family
Send get well wishes
Send condolences

Our  Scholarship Fund  helps to send women to WLCJ Convention and Leadership
Institute where they learn necessary skills to share with our sisterhoods.

The Sunshine Fund supports members of the GSR Board in their time of need.

The Evelyn Auerbach Education Fund  to sponsor an annual GSR Region educational
event.

To make donations, contact Donna Franklin, GSR Treasurer, at gsrtreasurer@wlcj.org and
include which fund(s) to make the donation to.

﻿Or mail your check payable to "GSR-WLCJ" to
Donna Franklin, 7 Liddy Place, West Caldwell, NJ 07006

Donations can also be made via Credit Card.﻿

Donate to GSR using Credit Card

WLCJ PROGRAMS AND MESSAGES

 
MEMBERSHIP MATTERS: WHY INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP

HIGHLIGHTING JEWISH AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH

mailto:mhass@wlcj.org
mailto:gsrtreasurer@wlcj.org
https://buy.stripe.com/9AQ3eD3363JDeLCfYY
https://www.wlcj.org/2026/05/total-acceptance-and-kindness/
https://www.wlcj.org/2026/05/total-acceptance-and-kindness/


PREPARE FOR WL CONVENTION 2026

WL KEHILAT/EDUCATION

https://prod.cdn.everyaction.com/emails/van/EA/EA005/1/76842/SE7P2dV9AsQBG0A9en1QgCRS0F685DbXxoaqz_oa1CE_archive
https://prod.cdn.everyaction.com/emails/van/EA/EA005/1/76842/SE7P2dV9AsQBG0A9en1QgCRS0F685DbXxoaqz_oa1CE_archive
https://www.wlcjmembers.org/member_login.php?programid=172
https://www.wlcjmembers.org/member_login.php?programid=172
https://www.wlcjmembers.org/member_login.php?programid=173
https://www.wlcjmembers.org/member_login.php?programid=173


OTHER WLCJ PROGRAM REMINDERS

Click the image to explore each program series and to register.

Sessions will meet on a Tuesday night each month over Zoom at 7:30PM ET Nov 11, Dec 9,
Jan 13, Feb 10, March 10, April 14, May 12, June 9 

 

MAKOM B'YACHAD

https://www.wlcj.org/resources/weekly-words-of-torah/
https://www.wlcj.org/resources/weekly-words-of-torah/
https://www.wlcj.org/2026/05/parashat-behar-bechukotai-5786/
https://www.wlcj.org/2026/05/parashat-behar-bechukotai-5786/
https://www.wlcj.org/events/mathildes-master-classes-3rd-year-2025-26/
https://www.wlcj.org/events/mathildes-master-classes-3rd-year-2025-26/
https://zoom.us/j/630830287
https://zoom.us/j/630830287


SHARE YOUR SISTERHOOD HAPPENINGS WITH US!
Look for all the info both here and on our Website & Facebook pages.

Follow the Garden State Region!
﻿If you would like to contribute a flyer or picture to our newsletter

please forward to Ilene Rothman and Sheila Kaufman.

﻿Click here to connect with the Garden State Region Facebook page.
Click here to visit the Garden State Region website.

Make sure to click both Like and Follow.
﻿It's another great way to learn about everything happening in our Region.
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