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WL Week

Visit GSR Website

GSR SPRING CONFERENCE PANEL DISCUSSION VIDEO RECORDING

A video recording of the Panel Discussion at the GSR Spring Conference "Jewish Latinos
- Coming to America" is now available. Click this link to enjoy. Pictures for the full
Conference have been posted on the GSR Website.

The Panel from L to R: Helene Knee (moderator), Heddy Belman, Deborah Bendayan, Vicky Kleinberg

FOOD INSECURITY PROGRAM AT NJPAC
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Monday, June 22, 2026
NJPAC, Newark, NJ
4:30PM: Come early for a food preparation demonstration + local vendors
6:00PM Program begins
FREE EVENT- Just bring food donation

Imagine having to choose between paying for gas or buying milk? Or not having access to
fresh fruits and vegetables? This is how nearly one million residents in New Jersey live. 
Join us for a PSEG Social Impact Film Series film screening of Starved: Our Food
Insecurity Crisis followed by a panel conversation on building food security in New Jersey.
The program is preceded by a cooking demonstration led by Chef Alexandra Charles who
uses unprocessed ingredients commonly found in food pantries. Enjoy yummy samples
and new recipes!

For those who struggle to obtain healthy food, the program will also include resources
from partner organizations including Rutgers Cooperative Extension of Essex County,
Mosaic — from NJ.com, Newark Water Coalition and hunger relief groups MEND, Toni’s
Kitchen and Tree House Cares.  

Following the screening, Jasmyne Beckford, Manager in Inclusive Solutions at Prudential
Financial, will moderate a panel conversation on grassroots efforts to nourish New Jersey
neighborhoods.  
 
Panel

Dr. Joshua Ardise, Vice President and Chief Medical Officer at Horizon Blue Cross Blue
Shield of New Jersey
Hend El-Buri, Director, Nutrition & Food at Rutgers University–Newark 
Balpreet Grewal-Virk, PhD, Senior Vice President of Community Health for
RWJBarnabas Health 
Elizabeth McCarthy, President and CEO of The Community FoodBank of New Jersey 
Tanya Veltz, Co-Founder of Tree House Cares, a non-profit that provides essential
resources to Newark’s most vulnerable populations. 
 
Participate in a food drive to benefit MEND, Toni’s Kitchen and Tree House Cares.
Attendees are encouraged to bring donations of the following items: boxes of shelf-stable
milk, mayonnaise, boxes of pasta (including macaroni and cheese), canned tuna and
chicken, rice, canned or dried beans, oatmeal, dried fruit, breakfast bars and ketchup and
mustard (bottled or individually packaged). In addition, DoorDash is contributing gift cards
to the participating food banks and pantries.

This free event is part of the third annual Prudential North to Shore Festival running June
14 – 29 in Newark and Asbury Park, and throughout the year in Atlantic City. A portion of
all ticket sales will directly benefit Growing Healthy Pantries — a partnership between
Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey, Community FoodBank of New Jersey,
FoodBank of South Jersey, Fulfill, Mercer Street Friends, Norwescap and Feeding
America, which addresses food security statewide and supports 1,000 food pantries
across the state’s 21 counties.

http://nj.com/
https://mendnj.org/
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https://www.treehouseculturalarts.com/
https://northtoshore.com/
https://northtoshore.com/


REGISTER

WL CONVENTION 2026 AND TORAH FUND DEADLINES

Torah Fund Deadlines
June 15: For Oseh Shalom Campaign all checks to the Torah Fund office to arrive
no later than June 15, 2026, using trackable mail.
June 26, 2026: For Oseh Shalom Campaign all online donations need to be made
no later than June 26, 2026. 
June 27 - 30: Torah Fund Office closed
July 1: New Torah Fund Campaign starts "Shema Koleinu - Hear our Voice"

WL Convention 2026
July 7: Virtual Ad deadline!

B’not Mitzvah Women from GSR

Mazel Tov to our Region Women who will become a Bat Mitzvah
at the WL Convention 2026!

Consider placing a Virtual Ad 

JEWELS IN THE CROWN AWARD RECIPIENTS

Mazel Tov to the GSR Region recipients of the Jewels in the Crown Award to
be presented at the WL Convention 2026

Consider placing a Virtual Ad 

WLCJ CONVENTION 2026

https://www.njpac.org/event/nourishing-communities-confronting-food-insecurity-together/
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SUPPORT THE WL CONVENTION 2026 SOCIAL ACTION PROJECT
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SISTERHOOD AFFILIATE PROGRAMS

Sisterhood Affiliates,

Do you have any programs that you would like others to know about?
Either to publicize your event in advance or to share your affiliate
program afterwards.

To publicize your event in advance, send a flyer in jpg or pdf format
with Registration link.

To showcase your affiliate programs post event, submit up to 3
photos with captions and a few sentences to describe your
program. (We will shorten if necessary.)

Please e-mail your programs that you would like posted in this
newsletter to both Ilene Rothman AND Sheila Kaufman.

﻿Torah Fund supports programs
and scholarships at the five
Conservative/Masorti global

institutes of higher education.
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Click HERE to send a Torah Fund E-Card
Click HERE to donate to this year's 2025-26 Torah Fund Campaign
Click HERE to donate to the Torah Fund Legacy Society
Click HERE for the Torah Fund Chadashot Newsletter

Any questions please e-mail Sindy Manas at smanas750e@gmail.com.

DONATION OPPORTUNITIES

Make a Donation to the Garden State Region to:

https://files.constantcontact.com/40abdd3c001/01f73cf7-42f6-48b0-a6dd-cbb57f4ca11c.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/40abdd3c001/01f73cf7-42f6-48b0-a6dd-cbb57f4ca11c.pdf?rdr=true
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Our  Scholarship Fund  helps to send women to WLCJ Convention and Leadership
Institute where they learn necessary skills to share with our sisterhoods.

The Sunshine Fund supports members of the GSR Board in their time of need.

The Evelyn Auerbach Education Fund  to sponsor an annual GSR Region educational
event.

To make donations, contact Donna Franklin, GSR Treasurer, at gsrtreasurer@wlcj.org and
include which fund(s) to make the donation to.

﻿Or mail your check payable to "GSR-WLCJ" to
Donna Franklin, 7 Liddy Place, West Caldwell, NJ 07006

Donations can also be made via Credit Card.﻿

Donate to GSR using Credit Card

WLCJ PROGRAMS AND MESSAGES

 

WOMEN RABBIS AS CHANGE AGENTS
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MERCAZ OLAMI SPECIAL ONLINE BRIEFING

NEW: WL CALENDAR DIARY 5787/2026-2027
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KOTEL LEGISLATION UPDATE

MAKOM B'YACHAD
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SHARE YOUR SISTERHOOD HAPPENINGS WITH US!
Look for all the info both here and on our Website & Facebook pages.

Follow the Garden State Region!
﻿If you would like to contribute a flyer or picture to our newsletter

please forward to Ilene Rothman and Sheila Kaufman.

﻿Click here to connect with the Garden State Region Facebook page.
Click here to visit the Garden State Region website.

Make sure to click both Like and Follow.
﻿It's another great way to learn about everything happening in our Region.
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