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MESSAGE FROM SHEILA KAUFMAN, GSR PRESIDENT

Dear Affiliate,

Shalom!

My term is coming to a close at the end of the month. I am tying
up loose ends as we transition to our new administration team
headed by Sindy Manas. There is still a lot that I need to
accomplish. It is like leaving your job or moving to a new home,
you want to make sure everything is neat and tidy. Finalizing all
the projects and sweeping up, making sure there is no dust
gathering in the corners! Sound familiar? 
 
I was honored to go to Livingston’s Temple Beth Shalom Sisterhood Installation Gala. The
event was at a local venue that helped to enhance the beautiful evening. I was honored to
perform their installation. I wish their new administration much success.
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The Women’s League Convention is July 12-15 in Alexandria, VA. Registration is now
closed. We have 23 region women attending throughout the week. Whether they are
coming for the Shabbaton, the full megillah or one day. I look forward to being with all of
you. We will celebrate everyone, including our region’s 3 B’not Mitzvah women, 6 Jewels
in the Crown awardees, 12 women on the WL Board, and thanking 3 for serving on the
WL Board.
 
We will have a zoom meeting later this month to get to know each other and answer any
questions. In the meantime, please feel free to reach out to Teresa Samtur, our Madricha
or myself with any questions.
 
The Convention has a Social Action project called Comfort Cases. This initiative supports
youth entering foster care providing essential needs in a backpack in the Virginia,
Washington DC region. You do not need to go to the Convention to participate, Amazon
can help you out! During checkout, please select "Gift Receipt" and include WLCJ, your
Region name, Sisterhood Affiliate name, or Individual Member name so we can track our
impact.
 
WL Convention Deadlines:

June 7 - Hotel registration guaranteed rates booked directly with the hotel
July 7 - Virtual Ads are due

 
Just a reminder, that you should plan on getting any Torah Fund donation checks into the
Torah Fund office by June 15, 2026, using trackable mail. Online donations will be
accepted up to June 26. See Sindy’s message.
 
Only 25 days left for me to visit your sisterhoods. If I have not been to yours, please let me
know and let’s make it happen!
 
Shabbat Shalom,

Sheila Kaufman
﻿President, Garden State Region WLCJ
gsrpresident24@wlcj.org
"Networking to engage, enrich and empower Conservative Jewish women"

2024-2026 EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
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President - Sheila Kaufman 
VP, Programming - Susan Winter
VP, Sisterhood/Affiliate Support - Cheryl Sessler
VP, Torah Fund - Sindy Manas 
Secretary, Communications - Ilene Rothman 
Secretary, Corresponding - Susan Sferas 
Secretary, Financial - Lisa Katz 
Secretary, Recording - Carol Kotch
Treasurer - Donna Franklin
Parliamentarian - Dorothy Cohen
Immediate Past President - Lynette Seader
Advisor to the Board  - Meryl Balaban
Advisor to the Board - Heddy Belman

MESSAGE FROM SINDY MANAS, GSR TORAH FUND VP

Shalom,

The Oseh Shalom Campaign will end in June. Please send all
checks to the Torah Fund office to arrive no later than June 15,
2026, using trackable mail. All online donations need to be made
no later than June 26, 2026. 

Women’s League for Conservative Judaism (WLCJ) is pleased to
announce that WLCJ will administer the Torah Fund Campaign
starting July 1, 2026. This marks an exciting new chapter in the
program’s 84-year history. This transition will streamline operations
and enable WLCJ to enhance engagement and efficiency while continuing to ensure
robust support for all beneficiary institutions.

As of July 1, 2026, the new Torah Fund office will be located in the WLCJ offices:

Torah Fund
3080 Broadway, Suite K900
New York, NY 10027

We proudly announce that the 2026-2027 Torah Fund Campaign theme is:

This year’s campaign launches on July 1. The website will be accessible as of July 1.
We will keep you updated with the transition process.
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The Torah Fund pins will be available for pickup at the WLCJ Convention. Sisterhood
Torah Fund Chairs, please let me know who will pick up the pins for your sisterhood
affiliate. If no one will be attending convention from your sisterhood, we need to know if
someone from another sisterhood can pick up your pins, or if you prefer the pins be
mailed to you.

Thank you for all your support of Torah Fund. Every donation, no matter the amount, is
greatly appreciated.

I so enjoyed being the Garden State Region Torah Fund Vice President.

Shabbat Shalom,

Sindy Manas
Torah Fund VP
Garden State Region
Smanas750e@gmail.com

WL CONVENTION 2026 DEADLINES

Registration is now closed.
June 7 - Hotel reservations are guaranteed booked directly with the hotel
July 7 - Virtual Ad deadline!

B’not Mitzvah Women from GSR

Mazel Tov to our Region Women who will become a Bat Mitzvah
at the WL Convention 2026!

Consider placing a Virtual Ad 

JEWELS IN THE CROWN AWARD RECIPIENTS

Mazel Tov to the GSR Region recipients of the Jewels in the Crown Award to
be presented at the WL Convention 2026

Consider placing a Virtual Ad 

WLCJ CONVENTION 2026

Email jkirschner@wlcj.org with any questions.
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SUPPORT THE WL CONVENTION 2026 SOCIAL ACTION PROJECT
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SISTERHOOD AFFILIATE PROGRAMS

Sisterhood Affiliates,

Do you have any programs that you would like others to know about?
Either to publicize your event in advance or to share your affiliate
program afterwards.

To publicize your event in advance, send a flyer in jpg or pdf format
with Registration link.

To showcase your affiliate programs post event, submit up to 3
photos with captions and a few sentences to describe your
program. (We will shorten if necessary.)

Please e-mail your programs that you would like posted in this
newsletter to both Ilene Rothman AND Sheila Kaufman.

﻿Torah Fund supports programs
and scholarships at the five
Conservative/Masorti global

institutes of higher education.
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Click HERE to send a Torah Fund E-Card
Click HERE to donate to this year's 2025-26 Torah Fund Campaign
Click HERE to donate to the Torah Fund Legacy Society
Click HERE for the Torah Fund Chadashot Newsletter

Any questions please e-mail Sindy Manas at smanas750e@gmail.com.

GOOD & WELFARE - GARDEN STATE REGION
Share your news and nachas with us!

Let us know if you have any simchas, special birthdays/anniversaries, well wishes, and
sorrows to pass on to Sheila Kaufman.

Birthday Wishes
Wishing all who have June anniversaries and birthdays, Yom Huledet Sameach! 

Refuah Shlema
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Anne Spring, B’nai Shalom West Orange Sisterhood co-President, and her
husband Albert
Sheila Kaufman, GSR Region President

DONATION OPPORTUNITIES

Make a Donation to the Garden State Region to:

Our  Scholarship Fund  helps to send women to WLCJ Convention and Leadership
Institute where they learn necessary skills to share with our sisterhoods.

The Sunshine Fund supports members of the GSR Board in their time of need.

The Evelyn Auerbach Education Fund  to sponsor an annual GSR Region educational
event.

To make donations, contact Donna Franklin, GSR Treasurer, at gsrtreasurer@wlcj.org and
include which fund(s) to make the donation to.

﻿Or mail your check payable to "GSR-WLCJ" to
Donna Franklin, 7 Liddy Place, West Caldwell, NJ 07006

Donations can also be made via Credit Card.﻿

Donate to GSR using Credit Card

WLCJ PROGRAMS AND MESSAGES

 
SHAVUOT/SHABBAT MESSAGE FROM WENDY GLASSER

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS
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NEW: WL CALENDAR DIARY 5787/2026-2027

 
KOTEL LEGISLATION UPDATE
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MASORTI WOMEN'S DAYS OF STUDY

REGISTER

OTHER WLCJ PROGRAM REMINDERS

Click the image to explore each program series and to register.
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Sessions will meet on a Tuesday night each month over Zoom at 7:30PM ET Nov 11, Dec 9,
Jan 13, Feb 10, March 10, April 14, May 12, June 9 

 

MAKOM B'YACHAD

SHARE YOUR SISTERHOOD HAPPENINGS WITH US!
Look for all the info both here and on our Website & Facebook pages.

Follow the Garden State Region!
﻿If you would like to contribute a flyer or picture to our newsletter

please forward to Ilene Rothman and Sheila Kaufman.

﻿Click here to connect with the Garden State Region Facebook page.
Click here to visit the Garden State Region website.

Make sure to click both Like and Follow.
﻿It's another great way to learn about everything happening in our Region.
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