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MESSAGE FROM SHEILA KAUFMAN, GSR PRESIDENT

Dear Affiliate,

Shalom!

Shavuot is here. We finish counting the Omer, celebrate
receiving the Torah and becoming a nation, stay up all night
studying, and of course eat cheesecake and blintzes. But let’s
take a look at the female side of the holiday, the Book of Ruth
and the matriarchal relationships and contributions to family,
loyalty, and empowerment.

Naomi was married and had two married sons whose wives
were named Ruth and Orpah. Naomi’s husband and both sons had died before the
sons had children. The daughter-in-laws stayed with Naomi and were heading back
to Naomi’s homeland when Naomi urged the women to return to their homelands to
find husbands. Oprah left but Ruth refused as she felt devoted to Naomi. She was
loyal and they had mutual support for each other. Ruth worked in the field that
belonged to a relative of Naomi’s husband named Boaz. Boaz noticed Ruth working
in the field and saw how loyal Ruth was to Naomi. To make a long story short, Boaz
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and Ruth ultimately marry and Ruth had a son. Naomi became his foster mother and
so this lineage continued to King David. 

This story is so special for women. When women find a person or group, like sisterhood or
Women's League, that shares their beliefs they become loyal and support each other. The
power of women, the power of sisterhood, the power of Women’s League. Imagine what
we can do together.
 
The Women’s League Convention is July 12-15 in Alexandria, VA. Registration is open.
There is a Shabbaton that is a separate add-on from Friday to Sunday. The Convention is
Sunday to Tuesday where we will celebrate the B’not Mitzvah class, installation of the
International Board, daven, shop, speakers, celebrate the Jewels in the Crown Awards,
and a whole lot more. Then another add-on, from Tuesday night to Wednesday is a fun
social program and ends with an open WL Board Meeting Wednesday morning. Check out
the Convention Website. Teresa Samtur, our region Madricha, will keep us informed and
help us along the way. Please let Teresa know of your plans after registering.
 
The Convention also has a Social Action project called Comfort Cases. This initiative
supports youths entering foster care in the Virginia, Washington DC region by providing
them essential needs in a backpack. You do not need to go to the Convention to
participate. Amazon can help you out! During checkout, please select "Gift Receipt" and
include WLCJ, your Region name, Sisterhood Affiliate name, or Individual Member name
so we can track our impact.
 
Deadlines:
●      Convention Regular Registration closes June 1
●      Hotel registration guaranteed rates are until June 7 and they are booked directly with
the hotel.
 
Just a reminder, that you should plan on getting any Torah Fund donations for the 2025-
2026 Torah Fund Campaign into the Torah Fund office by June 15.
 
Only 5.5 weeks left for me to visit your sisterhoods. If I have not been to yours, please let
me know and let’s make it happen!
 
Chag Sameach and Shabbat Shalom,

Sheila Kaufman
﻿President, Garden State Region WLCJ
gsrpresident24@wlcj.org
"Networking to engage, enrich and empower Conservative Jewish women"

GSR SPRING CONFERENCE PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS

More pictures are posted on the GSR website.
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GSR Board 2024-2026 GSR Board 2026-2029

2024-2026 EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

President - Sheila Kaufman 
VP, Programming - Susan Winter
VP, Sisterhood/Affiliate Support - Cheryl Sessler
VP, Torah Fund - Sindy Manas 
Secretary, Communications - Ilene Rothman 
Secretary, Corresponding - Susan Sferas 
Secretary, Financial - Lisa Katz 
Secretary, Recording - Carol Kotch
Treasurer - Donna Franklin
Parliamentarian - Dorothy Cohen
Immediate Past President - Lynette Seader
Advisor to the Board  - Meryl Balaban
Advisor to the Board - Heddy Belman

WLCJ CONVENTION DATES

July 10-15, 2026 - WLCJ Convention 2026; Alexandria, Va
﻿REGISTRATION OPEN

Fri.-Sat. July 10-11 - Shabbaton (add-on)
Sun.-Tues. July 12-14 - Convention
Tues.-Wed. July 14-15 - Evening Program & WLCJ Board Meeting (add-on)

Convention Deadlines
Convention Regular Registration closes June 1
 Hotel registration guaranteed rates are until June 7 and they are booked
directly with the hotel.

B’not Mitzvah Women from GSR

Mazel Tov to our Region Women who will become a Bat Mitzvah
at the WL Convention 2026!

JEWELS IN THE CROWN AWARD RECIPIENTS

Mazel Tov to the GSR Region recipients of the Jewels in the Crown Award to
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be presented at the WL Convention 2026

REGISTER FOR WLCJ CONVENTION 2026 TODAY

SUPPORT THE WL CONVENTION 2026 SOCIAL ACTION PROJECT
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SISTERHOOD AFFILIATE PROGRAMS

Sisterhood Affiliates,

Do you have any programs that you would like others to know about?
Either to publicize your event in advance or to share your affiliate
program afterwards.

To publicize your event in advance, send a flyer in jpg or pdf format
with Registration link.

To showcase your affiliate programs post event, submit up to 3
photos with captions and a few sentences to describe your
program. (We will shorten if necessary.)

Please e-mail your programs that you would like posted in this
newsletter to both Ilene Rothman AND Sheila Kaufman.

﻿Torah Fund supports programs
and scholarships at the five
Conservative/Masorti global

institutes of higher education.

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/I70GAUTZH160/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/I70GAUTZH160/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
mailto:ilene.rothman@verizon.net
mailto:gsrpresident24@wlcj.org
https://www.wlcj.org/about/torah-fund/
https://www.wlcj.org/about/torah-fund/


https://files.constantcontact.com/40abdd3c001/676c8379-0a5b-44ce-b889-89dc7e4a9ab9.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/40abdd3c001/676c8379-0a5b-44ce-b889-89dc7e4a9ab9.pdf?rdr=true


https://www.wlcj.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/JTS_TorahFund25_r2_Flyer.pdf
https://www.wlcj.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/JTS_TorahFund25_r2_Flyer.pdf


Click HERE to send a Torah Fund E-Card
Click HERE to donate to this year's 2025-26 Torah Fund Campaign
Click HERE to donate to the Torah Fund Legacy Society
Click HERE for the Torah Fund Chadashot Newsletter

Any questions please e-mail Sindy Manas at smanas750e@gmail.com.

GOOD & WELFARE - GARDEN STATE REGION
Share your news and nachas with us!

Let us know if you have any simchas, special birthdays/anniversaries, well wishes, and
sorrows to pass on to Sheila Kaufman.

Birthday Wishes
Wishing all who have June anniversaries and birthdays, Yom Huledet Sameach! 

Mazel Tov
Arlene Bernhardt, GSR Torah Fund team, son, David, graduated from college.
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Cory Schneider, Past Women's League International President, granddaughter
and grandson graduated from college.

Baruch Dayan HaEmet
Mimi Pollack, Affiliations Chair and Past President of the Mid-Atlantic Region of
WLCJ, on the passing of her beloved husband Bernard "Bernie" Pollack, z”l.
Funeral services will be held on Sunday, May 24th, at Ohev Shalom of Bucks
County, 944 Second Street Pike, Richboro, Pennsylvania 18954. A livestream of the
funeral will be available at this link.  A livestream of the committal service will be
available at this link. Shiva will be observed at the home of Mimi Pollack, 70
Buckhorn Road, Richboro, Pennsylvania 18954 Monday, May 25th through
Thursday, May 28th, from 12:00 to 4:00 PM and 6:00 to 9:00 PM, and on Friday,
May 29th from 12:00 to 4:00 PM. Messages of condolence may be sent to Mimi
Pollack at the address above and by email to MimiPollack@comcast.net.

DONATION OPPORTUNITIES

Make a Donation to the Garden State Region to:

Honor someone special
Wish a Mazel Tov to a Bar/Bat Mitzvah family
Send get well wishes
Send condolences

Our  Scholarship Fund  helps to send women to WLCJ Convention and Leadership
Institute where they learn necessary skills to share with our sisterhoods.

The Sunshine Fund supports members of the GSR Board in their time of need.

The Evelyn Auerbach Education Fund  to sponsor an annual GSR Region educational
event.

To make donations, contact Donna Franklin, GSR Treasurer, at gsrtreasurer@wlcj.org and
include which fund(s) to make the donation to.

﻿Or mail your check payable to "GSR-WLCJ" to
Donna Franklin, 7 Liddy Place, West Caldwell, NJ 07006

Donations can also be made via Credit Card.﻿

Donate to GSR using Credit Card

WLCJ PROGRAMS AND MESSAGES

 
SHAVUOT/SHABBAT MESSAGE FROM RABBI ELLEN WOLINTZ-FIELDS

 
WL RESOLUTIONS
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VOTE

PREPARE FOR WL CONVENTION 2026

WL KEHILAT/EDUCATION
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KOTEL LEGISLATION UPDATE

MASORTI WOMEN'S DAYS OF STUDY

REGISTER
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Shavuot 5786

by Rabbi Ellen S. Wolintz-Fields

As Shavuot approaches, we prepare once again to stand at Sinai and receive the Torah
anew. Yet the blessing we end many prayers with, Oseh Shalom bimromav — “May the
One who makes peace in the heavens make peace for us” — reminds us that Torah is not
only about learning; it is about how we live with one another.

The rabbis teach that the Torah was given when the Jewish people stood together “as one
person with one heart.” Revelation required unity. Even with different opinions,
backgrounds, and perspectives, the people had to create a community worthy of receiving
Torah.

That message feels especially important today. Torah cannot flourish in an atmosphere of
division, anger, or indifference. To truly receive Torah on Shavuot means striving to bring
peace into our homes, our synagogues, and our communities.

When we say Oseh Shalom, we pray not only for peace from heaven, but for the wisdom
and courage to become makers of peace ourselves

OTHER WLCJ PROGRAM REMINDERS

Click the image to explore each program series and to register.

Sessions will meet on a Tuesday night each month over Zoom at 7:30PM ET Nov 11, Dec 9,
Jan 13, Feb 10, March 10, April 14, May 12, June 9 

 

MAKOM B'YACHAD
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There will be no Makom B'Yachad on Friday,
May 22.

SHARE YOUR SISTERHOOD HAPPENINGS WITH US!
Look for all the info both here and on our Website & Facebook pages.

Follow the Garden State Region!
﻿If you would like to contribute a flyer or picture to our newsletter

please forward to Ilene Rothman and Sheila Kaufman.

﻿Click here to connect with the Garden State Region Facebook page.
Click here to visit the Garden State Region website.

Make sure to click both Like and Follow.
﻿It's another great way to learn about everything happening in our Region.
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Ilene Rothman
GSR Secretary Communications / Newsletter Editor

gsrcommunications@wlcj.org

Garden State Region Women's League for Conservative Judaism | 3080 Broadway Suite K900 | New York,
NY 10027 US
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