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Message from Sindy Manas, GSR President

Dear Affiliate,

I have been getting my steps in this summer on the
boardwalk from Asbury Park to Bradley Beach. It’s the
kind of walk that makes you realize summer isn’t over yet
and awareness it will end soon enough. It's a great way
to think about the weeks ahead.

Please join us for our Summer Workshops scheduled on
Zoom at 7:30 pm as follows:

August 24, Torah Fund
August 25, Membership
August 26, Programming
August 27, Sisterhood Presidents only

Registration is required to attend. The workshops are very informative and will provide
many ideas for your Sisterhood for the year ahead. Please register on the flyer below to
receive the Zoom link.

Sisterhood Presidents and Financial Secretaries, piease update your membership and
Sisterhood/affiliate Board positions on the WLCJ website. Stay up-to-date and receive all

https://www.wlcj.org/supporting-israel-in-crisis-was-to-help-and-donate/
https://www.wlcj.org/supporting-israel-in-crisis-was-to-help-and-donate/
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http://www.wlcjregion.org/gardenstate/
https://files.constantcontact.com/40abdd3c001/835c090c-b659-4365-8dfe-c119b237c9d9.pdf?rdr=true
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/blaNEmD/2026GSRSummerWkshop?source_id=9eef33eb-2f6f-4ad8-b40d-30ac3c1c3d1c&source_type=em&c=


news from Women’s League on WL Week publications on Thursday and in our
Newsletter link above.

Mark your calendars and please don’t schedule any programs on the following dates:

Save the Dates
Torah Fund Event November 15, 2026

Spring Conference May 2, 2027

To publicize your events in our Region, please send your programming event flyer to
GSR Communications Secretary, Lynette Seader lynetteseader59@gmail.com and
myself Gsrpresident26@wlcj.org.

The Garden State Region is here to support you in having a successful and productive
year. I look forward to seeing you at future programs and visiting your Sisterhood/affiliate.

Shabbat Shalom,

Sindy Manas
﻿President, Garden State Region WLCJ
gsrpresident26@wlcj.org

"Networking to engage, enrich and empower Conservative Jewish women"

Message from Ilene Weber - GSR VP Torah Fund

Shalom,

I loved our recent convention in Alexandria, VA. The energy,
uplifting tefillot, making new connections and friends, the
inspiring speakers, and receiving my Torah Fund training
were my many highlights.

At the Shabbaton, I had the privilege to circle around the
prayer room and found tables of back issues of Outlook
Magazine. Since it wasn’t practical to take them all, I looked
for 2 issues from 1966, the year of my birth. I found gems
within the yellowed and brittle pages. In the December 1966 issue I read an amazing
insight about the the 1966 national convention! Rabbi Eli Bohnen, National President of
the Rabbinical Assembly, delivered the installation address. He brought greetings to 800
rabbis at the Women’s League Jubilee!

 “He acknowledged the debt our Rabbis owe, and how they realize how different Judaism
in this country would be without the devotion that Women’s League has brought to the
American Jewish scene.”
 
Today, the Rabbinical Assembly boasts nearly 1,700 members, who serve as
congregational rabbis, educators, military and hospital chaplains, professors of Judaica,
and officers of communal service to organizations throughout the world. The mandate of
the Rabbinical Assembly is “To kindle the passion of the Jewish People in the service of
God, Torah and Klal Yisrael, to strengthen the Conservative/Masorti movement, and to
support the Conservative/Masorti rabbis.” 

Torah Fund aligns perfectly. “Torah Fund supports scholarships, programs, and special
projects in the worldwide Conservative/Masorti institutions of higher Jewish learning.
Every donor has the opportunity to help preserve, promote, and perpetuate
Conservative/Masorti Judaism by giving to the Torah Fund Campaign to WLCJ.

Torah Fund, the dedicated philanthropy of Women’s League for Conservative Judaism,
has raised over $113 million since its inception in 1942. This is why we do what we

mailto:lynetteseader59@gmail.com
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do. This is why Torah Fund is so near and dear to me. I hope it is to you as well.

Please be sure to register on the flyer below with QR Code for the Torah Fund workshop
on Monday August 24th. It is one of many training workshops offer to our Sisterhood
leadership to attend.

Thank you for all you do - together we can make a difference!

Ilene Weber
VP Torah Fund - Garden State Region
ileneweber22@gmail.com

Click HERE to donate to this year's 2026-27 Torah Fund Campaign
Click HERE to donate to the Torah Fund Legacy Society

Click HERE to send a Torah Fund E-Card
Click HERE for the latest Torah Fund Chadashot Newsletter

Click Here for FAQs about Torah Fund
Any questions please e-mail Ilene Weber. GSR VP Torah Fund

mailto:ileneweber22@gmail.com
https://www.wlcj.org/torahfund/
https://www.wlcj.org/torahfund/torah-fund-legacy-society/
https://torahfundecards.wlcj.org/
https://www.jtsa.edu/blog-content/chadashot-news-from-torah-fund/
https://www.wlcj.org/torahfund/frequently-asked-questions/
mailto:ileneweber22@gmail.com


Register

Message from Sheila Kaufman, GSR Immediate Past President
WLCJ Convention 2026 - Our Convention was Fantastic!

Shalom,

WL Convention 2026 is now in the books. This was the pinnacle
of my Region Presidency. We had been told for the last couple of
years that this would be the 2024-2026 Region Presidents’
“convention”. It was a good one, too! The Garden State Region
had 23 attendees. Our madricha, Teresa Samtur, was our lead in
making sure our delegates’ needs were met. She along with our
GSR convention team provided the delegates with a great "bee
themed" swag bag, and T-Shirts. It was the talk of the
convention; people knew who the GSR was!

Shabbaton was a wonderful and laid back get-together, davening, eating, playing Mah
Jongg, and playing a game led by Rabbi Margie Cella that was a cross between several

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/blaNEmD/2026GSRSummerWkshop?source_id=9eef33eb-2f6f-4ad8-b40d-30ac3c1c3d1c&source_type=em&c=
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TV games. The delegates checked in on Sunday, shopped the vendors, and the plenary
began. After the welcome by WL International President, Julia Loeb, it was the 2024-
2026 Region Presidents’ time to strut their stuff.

As part of training in June 2024, we had to write an opening song; and now in 2026, at
the end of our term, we had to prepare our closing song. Thanks to one of my fellow
Region Presidents who wrote a bang-up song and everyone enjoyed it! We certainly did
our presidency "Our Way" and led our respective regions the best way that we could.
That night was the Region parties with our spouses and families in attendance. Helene
Knee wrote a fun region song, she always comes through with great lyrics.

On Monday, there was the B’nai Mitzvah service. Mazel tov to Betty Needleman, Ilene
Rothman, and Janice Saferstein, who did an outstanding job. I was given the honor to
lead Ha Motzi for lunch. A classy presentation was made by the Past International
Presidents. We thanked Julia Loeb for her leadership and extended well wishes to Pam
Schlosberg. There were Torah Fund highlights and the Jewels in the Crown presentation.
Mazel Tov again to GSR’s six affiliates that received the awards.

Read on

Message from Cheryl Sessler - GSR VP Membership/Sisterhood Support
Membership is Everyone's Business!

Greetings to all,

It is time to prepare for a new year of Sisterhood. If you’re new to
your role as Membership VP or President of a Sisterhood affiliate,
this may be new to you, it was new to me when I started on our
Sisterhood’s board, but my predecessors were right there to guide
me, and from there I learned the value of support, new friendships
and shared experiences. The GSR works the same way, we are
parallel organizations!
 
As an extension of your synagogue’s sisterhood, your WLCJ region provides support,
guidance, programming ideas, keeping local sisterhoods in the loop regarding Jewish life.
Our Women’s League Region Board is here to work with all affiliates to ensure continuity
and involvement as well as growth of your Sisterhood. 
 

https://files.constantcontact.com/40abdd3c001/55313973-7c64-433d-b121-8c9f02c7d463.pdf?rdr=true


A big part of my job as region Sisterhood Support/Membership Vice President is to be
your information hub, sharing with you your successes and 'almost successes' while
providing information and inspiration.

Membership brings you: Camaraderie, belonging, fun and purpose. 
 
It is an important goal to get your committed membership involved.
Recruit, Retain, Reclaim.

Attend Sisterhood events, engage hospitality and let them know “We would like to meet
you, we would like to share with you and build community." Arrange a variety of programs
that appeal to a wide swath of women in your synagogue community.

Read More

Environmental Shabbat at Cong. Agudath Israel, Caldwell

Good & Welfare - Garden State Region
Share your simchas and sorrows with us!

https://files.constantcontact.com/40abdd3c001/23948456-b41a-4ab4-b9c7-ef6cc24cc365.pdf?rdr=true


Let us know if you have any simchas, special birthdays/anniversaries, well wishes, and
sorrows to pass on to Sindy Manas or Lynette Seader

Birthday Wishes
Wishing all who have August anniversaries and birthdays, Yom Huledet Sameach! 

Refuah Shlema
Julie Baron, Co-Pres of Temple Beth Ahm. Aberdeen, hip surgery

Mazel Tov
Dorothy and Irving Cohen, Immediate Past President, MJCBY, Morristown on their 60th
Anniversary

Donation Opportunities

Our  Scholarship Fund  helps to send women to WLCJ Convention and Leadership
Institute where they learn necessary skills to share with our sisterhoods.

The Sunshine Fund supports members of the GSR Board in their time of need.

The Evelyn Auerbach Education Fund to sponsor an annual GSR Region educational
event.

To make donations, contact Donna Franklin, GSR Treasurer mumzynj@gmail.com and
specify which fund(s) to make the donation to.

﻿Or mail your check payable to "GSR-WLCJ" to
Donna Franklin, 7 Liddy Place, West Caldwell, NJ 07006

Donations can also be made via Credit Card.﻿

 
WLCJ Programs and Messages

 
WLCJ Convention 2026 Pictures

Julia Loeb, Outgoing
International President WLCJ

and Pam Schlosberg, Incoming
International President at

opening plenary

WLCJ Past International
Presidents. Sitting: Gloria Cohen,

Janet Tobin, Julia Loeb, Rita
Wertlieb. Standing: Cory

Schneider, Debbi Kaner Goldich,
Margie Miller, Carol Simon, and
Pam Schlosberg, newly installed

WLCJ International President
2026-2029

Rabbi Bradley Artsen, Julia Loeb,
Pam Schlosberg and new JTS

Chancellor Mike Uram

WLCJ New Torah Fund Platform and Website Training Workshops

mailto:gsrpresident26@wlcj.org
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Programming with Panache- Volume 3.
View 100 pages of great programming to enhance your Sisterhood's events!

 
Weekly Words of Tora﻿h

https://www.wlcjmembers.org/register/register.php?p=175
https://www.wlcjmembers.org/register/register.php?p=175
https://www.wlcjmembers.org/register/register.php?p=176
https://www.wlcjmembers.org/register/register.php?p=176
https://www.wlcj.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Programming-with-Panache-Guidebook-Final-Copy-6.30.pdf
https://www.wlcj.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Programming-with-Panache-Guidebook-Final-Copy-6.30.pdf


 

Makom b'Yachad

Find additional WLCJ resources and shortcuts here.

SHARE YOUR SISTERHOOD HAPPENINGS WITH US!

Follow the Garden State Region!
﻿If you would like to contribute a flyer or picture to our newsletter

please forward to Lynette Seader.

﻿Click here to connect with the Garden State Region Facebook page.
Click here to visit the Garden State Region website.

Make sure to click both Like and Follow.
It's another great way to learn about everything happening in our Region.
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Lynette Seader
GSR Communications Secretary/ Newsletter Editor

gsrcommunications@wlcj.org
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